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The 2019 ASEACCU Conference was hosted by Sogang University, Seoul, Korea and we thank our host 

institution for their hard work for making the conference both successful and meaningful. 198 delegates took 

part in the conference, which is truly an authentic testimony of  the importance and relevance of  the dynamic 

engagement that take place in the annual conference. Through this conference, Catholic institutions from the 

Southeast Asian and East Asian regions were able to engage in a vibrant exchange concerning significant 

matters that have an impact on our Catholic identity, contextualize regional and local concerns, take part in a 

meaningful conversation in order to promote Catholic Higher Education and support local churches, and of  

course, address important issues on an international level. 

 

The theme chosen for the 2019 ASEACCU Conference was indeed very apt –  Reconciliation and the 
Situation in the East Asian Region which took off  from where we left in the 2018 ASEACCU Conference 

held at the Elisabeth University of  Music in Hiroshima, Japan which had for its theme Catholic Education 
and Peace Initiatives which focused on the vital role of  Catholic higher education institutions in promoting 

and implementing peace initiatives to foster peace in the region and the rest of  the world. The 2019 

Conference discussed different situations, both in the local and international level, involving Catholic 

educational institutions uniting not only to initiate, but also to mediate for people and nations to achieve peace 

and reconciliation as well as create spaces for continuous and meaningful engagement so that the spirit of  

reconciliation will not be a fleeting or ephemeral condition, but a more lasting one. The process of  

reconciliation may be long and arduous, because we know for a fact that wounds leave scars, but this is 

precisely the reason why we are taking an active stance in making reconciliation not only just an option that 

we can say no to, but a permanent mindset because true peace can only be achieved if  there is genuine 

reconciliation. Once again, I would like to express my deepest appreciation to all member institutions for your 

unwavering support to the projects and programs of  the ASEACCU and the Executive Board of  ASEACCU 

who continue play an essential role in promoting the spirit of  reconciliation in their respective countries. 

 

Rev. Fr. Herminio V. Dagohoy, O.P. 

   Executive Secretary 

https://goo.gl/jYFGia
http://aseaccu.org/
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ADNU Prepares for 80th  Foundation Anniversary 

Wai Kru (Paying Respect to Teachers Ceremony 2019) 

AU students assembled to pay humble respect expressing their gratitude 

and appreciation to the university management, administrators and 

faculty members during the elaborate Wai Kru ceremony held on 

Thursday, September 5, 2019.  The traditionally Wai Kru observances 

intended to strengthen student–teacher relationship, signifying students’ 

readiness, resilience and perseverance to learn, and requesting for 

instructors’ blessings.  

Assumption Day and Crowning Ceremony 2019 

    The Assumption Day and Crowning Ceremony (Feast-Day of  the 

Assumption of  the Virgin Mary) was impressively celebrated with careful 

attention to all the ceremonial details and accompanying proceedings.   The 

momentous occasion also marking the significant milestone of  Assumption 

University’s 50th Anniversary, included Holy Mass presided over by H.E. 

Archbishop Paul Tschang In-Nam, Apostolic Nuncio to the Kingdom of  

Thailand and Dean of  the Diplomatic Corps of  Thailand, at the Chapel of  

St. Louis Marie de Montfort, followed by the Crowning Ceremony of  the 

Virgin Mary (Statue) at “The Seat of  Wisdom” performed by Rev. Bro. Dr. 

Bancha Saenghiran, President-Rector Magnificus.  The celebrative event 

taking place on August 15, 2019 at Suvarnabhumi Campus .  
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Assumption University of  Thailand 

Ateneo de Naga University 

The Ateneo de Naga University will celebrate its 

80th Foundation Anniversary on 5 June 2020. Part of  the 

preparation is the revisiting of  the CorPlan 2020 to review 

if  the key targets have been met. The CorPlan was 

formulated back in 2013 under the helm of  then-University 

President (and current Father Provincial of  the 

Philippines) Fr Primitivo Viray, Jr, SJ and has guided the 

school to new heights. It has also aided the university 

during the nationwide K to 12 Transition, especially on the 

historical implementation of  the Senior High School 

Program in the Philippines. 

The Ateneo de Davao University (ADDU), as a Jesuit and Catholic 

University, is guided by a living intellectual tradition that fosters 

transformative education. Our pursuit of  excellent instruction, integral 

formation, robust research, and community engagement are infused with 

a conviction that upholds the sacred character and dignity of  all things in 

order to live a life that is fortes in fide – strong in faith that does justice. 

For more information, email: international@addu.edu.ph 

mailto:international@addu.edu.ph


Meeting on the cruise between Entrepreneurs and Saint Paul 

Institute for 2018-2019 academic year. 

Miriam College's 9th President began her term on October 1, 2019 
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Cambodia Paul Institute 

Miriam College 

Miriam College welcomed Ambassador (Ret.) Laura Quiambao-

Del Rosario, the 9th President of  the Institution. A distinguished 

career diplomat with an outstanding track record of  37 years in 

the Philippine Foreign Service, Amb. Del Rosario received her 

Bachelor’s Degree major in English Literature, magna cum laude, 

from Maryknoll College (former name of  Miriam College). She 

holds two master’s degrees: a Master of  Arts in Literature and a 

Master in Education major in Educational Administration from 

top Philippine universities. 

Indian President unveiled first Mahatma Gandhi bust in the Philippines 

Indian President Ram Nath Kovind was at Miriam College last 

October 20, 2019 to unveil a bust of  Mahatma Gandhi who is 

known as the Father of  the Indian Nation and considered a symbol 

of  peace around the world.  

The occasion marked the 150th death anniversary of  Gandhi and 

coincided with the celebration of  the 70th year of  Philippine-

Indian diplomatic relations. In his speech delivered before members 

of  the diplomatic corps, local government representatives, school 

administrators, students, and parents, President Kovind compared 

Gandhi to Philippine national hero Jose Rizal, saying that “both 

believed in the power of  peace and nonviolence.” 

Saint Paul Institute (SPI), Cambodia had organized a meeting on the cruise between Entrepreneurs, some 

embassies in Cambodia and Saint Paul Institute - SPI on 26th March, 2018 in purpose to open day for 

entrepreneurs, embassies as well as business leaders who looking for employees for 2019 and years after. It was 

a pleasure and gratification with the result among entrepreneurs and SPI students. In fact, head of  

departments from Information Technology-IT, Agronomy, Tourism Management and English Literature 

together with some representative students from SPI had chance to meet with 27 private companies who invest 

in different field such as; Agro Industry, Hospitality and Hotel, Travel Agency, Advertisement and Media, 

Banking, Construction – Architecture, Education and electronic on the board Kanika Phnom Penh city (Wharf  

of  the Himawari Hotel). This event grants students from each department to find the right place for internship 

and job opportunity through dialogue with different companies’ base on their 

educational and skills. 
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Dedication of  Our Lady of  Providence Chapel took place on Dec 6th, 2019 
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Providence University 

Providence University(PU) celebrated the dedication of  its new Our Lady of  

Providence on Friday, December 6th, 2019. The new Chapel incorporates in 

its outlook the image of  fish, bamboo and baby bamboo, symbolizing Miracle 

of  the five loaves and two fish, as well as the integrity and modesty of  

bamboo. The building has become the new landmark of  Taichung city and its 

new cultural highlight. The international guests represented the following: 

Earlier on December 5, 2019 the PU President, Dr. Augustine Chuan -

Yi Tang, and the President of  Silliman University, Dr. Betty Cernol 

McCann, signed an MOU expressing their desire for the respective 

institutions to collaborate. The agreement will allow for academic 

exchange and joint research among faculty and students. 

Apostolic Nunciature, MECO Taichung Extension Office, Sisters of  Providence 

of  Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana, USA, Soegijapranata University, Semarang, 

Indonesia, Silliman University and University of  Santo Thomas, Philippines. 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

Signing ceremony with Silliman University International Community Service at Providence University 

Mulawarman University and PU are having the International Community 

Service Program from 7/22~8/18. International Community Service is a 

form of  direct learning given to students by being directly involved in 

international community activities. The purpose of  this activity is to 

provide an applicable learning media to the Mulawarman University’s 

students so that when they are in any community, both domestic and global 

communities, they are able to contribute to society optimally. This system 

has received a lot of  support from the Indonesian Government because it is 

capable to make Indonesian students more competent in their fields. 

SoegijapranataCatholic University (SCU) 

Co-hosted by the United Board, the International Conference on 

Innovation in Education: Opportunities and Challenges in Southeast 

Asia was held at Soegijapranata Catholic University Semarang on 

October 29-30, 2019. The conference presented Dr. Eva Wong, the 

Director of  Centre for Holistic Teaching and Learning Hong Kong 

Baptist University, Hong Kong, Prof. Dr. Ridwan Sanjaya, the Rector of  

Soegijapranata Catholic University, and Mr. Kevin Henderson the 

Director of  Digital Content and Programming, United Board, New 

York as the keynote speakers. Around 150 participants from 9 countries 

joined this event. During the conference, 60 papers were presented in 15 

concurrent sessions. The conference was indeed insightful and fruitful. 

International Conference on Chinese Indonesian Studies 

(ICCIS), an annual forum of  the eight universities of  Asia: 

Petra Christian University (Indonesia), Soegijapranata Catholic 

University (Indonesia), Maranatha Christian University 

(Indonesia), Xiamen University (PRC), Tarumanagara 

University (Indonesia), University of  Indonesia, University of  

Malaya (Malaysia), and Rikkyo University (Japan). 

Soegijapranata Catholic University held the 6th ICCIS on 

November 22, 2019 at Soegijapranata Caholic University.  
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St. Paul University Dumaguete Delegate 

The 27th ASEACCU Conference 2019 in Sogang University, South Korea. 

Karla Ray Mendoza, a fourth year BS in Business Administration student 

from the College of  Business and Information Technology and current 

PSG President, attended the Student Conference held on August 19-23, 

2019.  

The delegates got to know and bond with each other during the 

ice-breaking activity and Nanta cultural show during the first day. On 

the second day of  the conference, the opening ceremony and 

orientation was held and the delegates listened to three lectures. The 

first lecture was about Politics of  the Korean Peninsula by Prof. 

Yongho Cho from the Department of  Political Science, Sogang 

University. It was followed by a mass presided by Cardinal Andrew 

Yeom Soo-Jung, Archbishop of  Seoul. The second lecture was 

conducted after lunch and it was about Gender Equality and Social 

Inclusion by Prof. Hyerim Cho from the Korean Institute for Gender 

Equality Promotion and Education. 

27th ASEACCU Conference 2019 

Dr. Utak Chung from Seoul Metropolitan Office of  Education in Korea then talked about Becoming a Global 

Citizen in 21st Century. The delegates then had a reflection and group discussion regarding the topics. The day 

was concluded by a welcome dinner together with all the participants from the Internalization Program, 

Faculty and Staff  Conference and Student Conference.  

The Catholic University of  Korea held a symposium inviting Cardinal Giuseppe, 

Prefect of  the Congregation for Catholic Education 

  

The Catholic University of  Korea 

The Catholic University of  Korea invited His Eminence 

Giuseppe Cardinal Versaldi, Prefect of  the Congregation 

for Catholic Education, to hold an academic symposium 

on November 9th, 2019. "The reason for Catholic 

University's existence should be consistent with the 

mission of  evangelicalization, which is the purpose of  

the Church," said Fr. Luke Jongchul Won, president of  

the Catholic University of  Korea. "This symposium is 

such a meaningful event to confirm the goals and values 

of  catholic universities." 

2019 College of  Pharmacy White Coat Ceremony 

At The Catholic University of  Korea, "College of  Pharmacy 

White Coat Ceremony" was held in on October 30th,, 2019. 

30 students in 5th year of  the College of  Pharmacy 

participated in wearing white coat, taking oath of  a 

pharmacist, and receiving blessing of  the hands through 

which they are reminded of  their duties and responsibilities 

as a pharmacist before working in the field. 
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Making an Action Together for Puhsarang 

Widya Mandala Surabaya Catholic University, in collaboration 

with two other universities in Surabaya, conducted a Community 

Engagement for Development (CED) using service learning model. 

Forty students from 6 countries (Taiwan, Vietnam, Thailand, 

Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia) participated.  
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Universitas Katolik Widya Mandala Surabaya 

This second-time CED carried out the theme “Enlivening the 

Spirit of  Sharing and Caring”. The spirit was to encourage 

students to take an action as part of  having care and concern. 

Activities were designed to hone the sensitivity of  participants 

to the community’s needs. Students lived with local villagers 

during the 7-day stay at Puhsarang village (2 hours from 

Surabaya). They did community services in small groups, such 

as renovating the library of  a local elementary school and their 

toilets, connecting internet to the computer room, figuring out 

a solution for the waste products thrown irresponsibly around 

the village, and teaching local rosella farmers how to make 

several rosella-based products in a more attractive packaging. 

(by M. Mesias) 

UST-Legazpi 

The Department of  Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 

Environmental Management Bureau Regional Office No. V hailed the 

University of  Santo Tomas-Legazpi (UST-Legazpi) as the most sustainable 

and eco-friendly school in Bicol for the higher education category. The 

awarding took place at the Ayala Malls Legazpi on November 7, 2019. UST- 

Legazpi bagged the first place.  

 

UST-Legazpi hailed as most sustainable and eco-friendly tertiary school 

As one of  the awardees, UST-Legazpi 

presented its environmental initiatives, 

such as hosting an environmental 

summit, waste segregation 

management, clean as you go, to inspire 

other schools. 
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Building on the success of  the 2018 Wenzao ICSEAS, Wenzao continued to host The 2019 

International Conference on Southeast Asian Studies (2019 ICSEAS). The theme of  the 

year was “Southeast Asia: Global vs Regional vs Local”.  

 

The 2019 ICSEAS was held at Wenzao Ursuline University, Kaohsiung, from October 17 

to 19. More than 120 scholars from 17 countries presented 113 papers on a variety of  

topics , ranging from ASEAN, regional cooperation, education, media,  to economic issues, 

sustainability, migration and cross-border problems. 

 

Following the end of  2019 ICSEAS, we collaborated with Bandung: Journal of  the Global 

South on publishing a special issue and invited several participants to submit their articles 

for this academic journal. 

Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages 
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City Tour: Kaohsiung Port Warehouse No.2 

https://sites.google.com/view/2019-wenzao-icseas/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/2019-wenzao-icseas/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/2019-wenzao-icseas/home?authuser=0
https://link.springer.com/journal/40728/volumes-and-issues
https://link.springer.com/journal/40728/volumes-and-issues
https://link.springer.com/journal/40728/volumes-and-issues
https://link.springer.com/journal/40728/volumes-and-issues
https://link.springer.com/journal/40728/volumes-and-issues


The Newsletter is published two times a year (Summer and Winter) by the Association of  

Southeast and East Asian Catholic College and Universities, and is issued to its members for 

free.  

Published by the Association of  Southeast and East Asian Catholic College and Universities. 

EDITORIAL 

Executive Secretary of  ASEACCU: Fr. Herminio V. Dagohoy 

Chief  Editor:  Mei-Hua Chen, President,  

 Wenzao Ursuline University of  Languages, Taiwan 

Managing Editor: YuJane Chen, Dean, Office of  International and Cross-strait Cooperation,  

 Wenzao Ursuline University of  Languages  

Executive Editor: Wen Pin Lin, Director, Dept. of  Southeast Asian Studies,  

                                Wenzao Ursuline University of  Languages  

Assistant Editor: Kai Otto Chang, Dept. of  Southeast Asian Studies,  

 Wenzao Ursuline University of  Languages  

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
Articles, material for newsletter columns, and announcements are welcome.  

Please review the following guidelines when writing and submitting your article: 

 Individual articles must be no longer than 150 words  

 Prepare two to five photos (Include the image file names and 5 to 25 words image 

captions)  

 Include an appropriate and informative title for article  

 Authors must obtain written permission for any material beyond fair use excerpted from 

other copyrighted sources. Authors may also submit a pdf  to clarify formatting. Articles 

may be lightly edited to match the newsletter style.  

Send all Newsletter material for columns to Wenzao Ursuline University of  Languages  

E-mail: seas@mail.wzu.edu.tw 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
30th April, 2020 

31st October, 2020 

IMPORTANT NOTICE  
The newsletter editor will review all articles and make changes for readability 

NEXT ISSUE 
June 2020 
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